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We hav e been going mc,tru =

Thm;s hotted up slightly - -
when the government of the
1dy, in 1965, announced its
“support for the adoption of thc
~metric system, and when Lhc
1 9 72 White Paper on :
metrication was published.
‘Butevery now and then,
when the next step in the
~changeover is proposed, some
‘people start asking quesrlons
like: shouldn’t we forget the ;
hole thmg 7

“Whatever the. 1r1tr1n51c merits
“and comfortable familiarity of -
°t, yards, ounces, gal[ons
*and other Imperial units, the
_Inescapable facts arc that:

- @® weareatrading nation,
depending for ourlivelihood

. @ theonly countriesin the

©* world which aren’talready

- metric (or going metric) are

-+~ Brunei, Burma, Liberia, the
~ Yemen Arab Republic, and

o St e

1t must bf., a b‘ld thmg,, inour:

- on trade with other countries

Metrlcatlon let S get on W1th 1t

the People’s Democratxc
nch by painful millimetre— =

overthelast 1 00 yearsorso. = '
So at thh ?, our Cff()i“tb have

~ been directed ]e<;<; e N
s commandmg thc metnc nde

Repubhc of th(, Yemen

“to go back, more at ensuring

way that causes as I1Lti

'E'Lonfuelon as posmbl

view, ifforalong permd we -
-have to try to compare brisket

‘at85p dp()und andat182pa
ke, orbutterat 2 Spatlband -
- margarincat 1 7p forZ 30g So

- it was more than five years .

ago when we first told the
government that we wanted _'
the change to be as swift and -

- orderly as possible. Traders -

told us that this would not .'
happen if the change was to be
voluntary. Events have

- proved them and us _right; -
- Partsofthedo-it-yourself - =
“trade are hopelessly confused,

the carpet trade has reverted

“to Imperial measurements

: : used rmtm Lah‘ Ita 1:

owncarparksbutalso

- for example.

aiter startmg togo memc
even fabrics are still sold by
the metre and by theyard. In -
Australia, they have come to
the conclusion that final

-~ cut-off dates for sale of 000d5

in ]mperzal quantltles must bc
' thdt metrication happcns ina - .

sct._ b

Two ycars ago, we dcc;dcd to

: get the views of members. We
‘asked arandom sampleof

members when they thought
the process of changing over

tometric would be wmplcted

Weanalysed 800 replics:
more than half said* bctwuen

: : a quarter ‘too late'. Ofthose
who thought the conversion
- would spilloverinto the

eighties, nearly half believed

~that this would be too late.
_ Three-quarters did not think it
- would be good to have the twc

systems running side by side.

“This was the background to

ourdecision totelithe

government publicly, in April,

that we supported the

= 'propoxdl to give statutory

backing toanagreed

- timetable for phasing out the
“Imperial system = including its

1976 dﬂd 1980"; of these, half uscin the sale of fresh foods -

- thow’ht thxs was db()ut I‘lbht

by the'end of 1 981

Car Dﬁk_ihg: a ﬁrnio'n'opo'l'y?.

Ifyou use public car parl_is
olten, the chances are that

you will have parked in one
operated by F\'atwrml Car Parks
Lid (NCP). Car pdrkm gand
NCP is the subject of our latest
investigation by Consumers’
Association’s Publ:c Affairs

1 ()i’m e:
B \1CP is by tar thu iargest firm

in the car parking business —

-running around 800 car

pdrke in thiscountry, as well
assome abroad We have.

looked at car parks in 8 towns

and citiecsand in 2 London
‘areas t_o see ho_w strong NCP's
influence really is. We have

_also looked at how NCP has

established its strong position;
it not only runs many ofits:

manages many owned by .

“public bodies —local -

authorltleq and Britl sh. Rdll

Inder the Fair Trddmg Act

1973, the Monopohcs dﬂd
‘Mergers Comrmssnon isabletc
“investigate any mdustry _
-where the suppiy ofgo ds or

services seeemstobe -
predominantly in the hands of
onefirm: A ‘monopoly
situation’ is said to exist where

~oncfirm supplies 25 per cent

or more of the market, either

~ nationally or in a particular
partofthecountry.

Our research has shown that

©inmany areas NCP appears to
- beinsuch a ‘monopoly

situation’. Thereis, however,

“somedoubt as to whether car
-park operatorsare, inthe

terms of the Act, offerm;, a
service at all - or whether
they're merely renting out

~space formotorists to park
“their carsin, If the latteris

true, the Monopolies and

- Mergers Commission couldn’t
ook atthecase, We hope that

* the Commission would

_consider the operation of a car

park a service — and therefore

- feelable toinvestigateit.




